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“We (the Apostles) are of God: he who knows God, hearkens to 
us; he Who is mot of God, hearkens not to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Error.”—1 John iv. 16.—Mac- 


knigh ’s Translation. . 

“Be mindful of the words before spoken by the Holy Prophets, and 
of the Commandments of us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” 
2 Pet. ithe 2—Macknight. 














NUMBER Il. 


HISTORICAL ILLUSTRATION OF THE APOCALYPSE. 
REV. XII. 1—6. 
PREDICTION. FULFILMENT. 


And there was war in _ In our last, we left Constantine and 
neaven;* Michaelt and Licinius at the head of the Roman 
rig Messengerst made Empire, apparently in the peaceable 

"i possession of Imperial authority though 
varagainst the dragon, | ai the | 
y the jealous champions of two re 
and the dragon made war markably bitter and hostile parties in 
and its agents; neverthe- the state. Onthe death of Maxentius, 
‘ess they did not prevail, and the capture of Rome in 313, Con- 
neither was place found stantine openly declared himself as the 
for them any more in friend of the Christians, and from that 
heaven time assumed the character of their de- 
ay _fender. Constantine was master of the 
western division of the world, and Licinius of the eastern, Though 
peace would seem to have been the advantage of both, a year had 
scarcely elapsed after the death of Maximin, before the victorious em- 
perors turned their arms against each other, A conspiracy formed 
and fomented against Constantine by the perfidious and crafty Licinius 
and the indignities offered at Seniona, on the frontiers of Italy, to the 
statues of Constanitne, became the signal of discord between the twa 
princes. “There was war in heaven.” The first battle was fought near 
Cibelis,a city of Pannonia, on the Save, about 50 miles above Sirmium, 
A.D.315. Constantine had only 20,000, and Licinius no more than 
35,000 men. The fight wasrlong and desperate, and lasted from break 
of day till late in the evening. Licinius was worsted, and, abandon- 
ing bis camp and magazines, retreated, with the loss of 20,000 men, 
into Dacia and Thrace, where, having collected a new army, he de- 
termined to renew the contest. The plain of Mardia, in Thrace, was 
the theatre of a second battle, no less obstinate and bloody than the 





*t+t} The notes to which these signs refer wili be found at the 
end of the article. , 
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former. Again victory was on the the side of Constantine, while de. 
feat caused the retreat of Licinius toward the mountains of Maced». 
nia. The loss of two batties, and of his bravest veterans, redyce, 
the fierce spirit of the dragon to sue for peace. Licinius had displayed 
great courage and abilities, “nevertheless he did nol prevatl.”” His sity. 
ation was almost desperate, but theefforts of despair are sometimes 
formidable, and the good sense of Constantine preferred a great and 
certain advantage to a third trial of the chance of arms. He granted 
peace, therefore, to Licinius, and consented to leave his rival in the 
possession of Thrace, Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt; so that by these 
two battles,the “‘dragon and his agents” lost the provinces of Pannonia, 
Dalmatia, Dacia, Macedonia and Greece, which “Michael” Constap. 
tine annexed to his own dominions; now extending from the confines 
of Caledonia, to the extremity of Peloponesus. Thus was this firs 
campaign, or war between these two rival parties terminated. The 
political influence of the Christians was extended, and that of the Pa. 
= curtailed, and that in proportion to the extent of the provinces 
ost and won. A very regular series of imperial laws commenced about 
this period But it is not our object, nor would it be relative to our 
subject, to transcribe the civil regulations which employed the leisure 
of Constantine. It is sufficient te observe, that the most important 
of his institutions are intimately connected with the new system of Do 
licy and religion, which was not perfectly established till the last and 
peaceful years of his reign. 

Fight years had now elapsed since the treaty of peace between the 
two emperors. By his victories over the Franks, Allemanni and Goths, 
Constantine had raised the glory of his arme to an exalted pitch, s 
that his ambition could no longer endure a partner in the empire. The 
undivided empire of the world —*the throne of God’’- --was the splen- 
did object of his desire. Licinius was the oaly obstacle in his way, 
which violence alone could remove. Confiding, therefore, in the supe- 
riority of his genius and military power, he determined, withovt any 
previous injury, to exert them for the destruction of Licinius, whose 
advanced age ane unpopular vices seemed to offer a very easy con- 
quest. But the old emperor, aroused by the approachin.’ danger. called 
forth his youthful spirit and abilities.and prepared himself to meet the 
coming storm. Hecollected the forces of the east, and soon filled the 
plains of Adrianople with his troops, and the straits of the Hellespont 
with hie fleet. His army consisted of 150 000 foot and 15,000 horse. 
The fleet was composed of 350 galleys of three ranks of oars, The 
troops of Constantine were ordered to rendezvous at Thessalonica. 
They amounted to above 120.000 horse and foot. Constantine’s army 
contained more soldiers, though fewer men, than that of Licinius. lt 
contained a great number of veterans, who. after seventeen triumphant 
campaigns, under the same leader, prepared themselves to deserve a0 
honorable dismission by a last effort of th®ir valor. Constantine's ne- 
val force was far inferior to that of his competitor, consisting of 00 
more than 200 small vessels, collected together in the celebrated har: 
bor of Pir@us. Instead of carrying an offensive war into the centre 
of his rival’s dominions, as he might have done, Licinius awaited the 
approach of hid enemy in camp, near the city of Adrianople, which be 
had carefully fortified. Constantine directed his march thitherwaré, 
till he found himself stopped by the broad and rapid Hebrus, from 
whence he descried the numerous army of Licinius, which filled the 
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steep ascent of the hill from the river tqthe city of Adrian. Many days 
were spent in doubtful and distant skirmishes; but at length the intre- 
pidity of Constantine overcame all obstacles. An higtorian, the partial 
enemy of his fame, assures us that the valiant emperor, accompanied by 
only twelve horse, swam the Hebrus, and being ably seconded by new 
arrivals succeeded in establishing himself on the opposite bank — 
While engaged in this enterprive, the attention of Licinius was 
diverted and perplexed by many artful evolutions, executed to decoy 
him into the plain. The manceuvre succeeded. Licinius was drawn 
from his advantageous position. But now the contest was no longer 
equal. His confused multitude of new levies was easily vanquished 
by the experienced veterans of the West. Thirty-four thousand men 
are reported to have been slain. The fortified camp of Licinius was 
taken by assault tae evening of the battle; the greater part of the 
fugitives, who had retired to the mountains, surrendered themselves 
next day at discretion; and Licinius, who couid no longer keep the 
fela, confined himself within the walls of Byzantium. The siege of 
Byzantium or Constantinople, was immediately undertaken by Con- 
stantine. It was attended with great labor and uncertainty, for Lici- 
nius being master of the sea, was much less exposed to the danger of 
famine than the army of his rival, Constantine commanded his eldest 
son Crispus to force the Hellespont at all hazards. The engagement 
lasted two days. The fleet of Constantine was victorious. Une hun- 
dred and thirty vessels were destroyed, five thousand men slain, and 
Amandus, the admiral of the Asiatic fleet, escaped with the atmost dif- 
ficvlty to the shores of Chalcedon. Constantine had already made 
considerable impression on the walls of Byzantium, and Licinius per- 
ceived that the city would soon become untenable. He. therefore, 
very prudently removed his person and treasures to Chalcedon in Asia. 
His resou’ces, however, were not quite exhausted. He collected a new 
army in Bithynia of 60.000 men, while Constantine was still employed 
in the siege of Byzantium. This vigilant emperor did not neglect the 
last stregglesof his antagonist. He caused a considerable portion 
of his victorious army to be transported over the Bosphorus in small 
vessels, and the decisive engagement was foaght soon after their land- 
ing on the heights of Chrysopolis, or, as itis now called, of Scutari. 
The new levies of Licinius fought with fruitless but desperate valor, 
tilla total defeat, and slaughter of 25,000 men’ irretrievably deter- 
mined the fate of their leader and their cause. Licinius retired to Ni- 
comedia with a view of gaining time for negotiation. At the inter- 
cession of Constantia, his wife and sister of Constantine, it was 
agreed, that after the resignation of the purple, the mantle of royalty, 
Licinius himself should be permitted to pass the remainder of his life 
in peace and affluence. Licinius, having solicited and accepted hia 
pardon, laid himself and his purple at the feet of his lord and master, 
was raised fromthe ground with insulting pity, was admitted the 
same day to the imperial banquet, and soon afterwards was sent away 
to Thessalonica, whicn had been chosen as the place of his confine- 
ment, which was soon terminated by a violent death. *‘No ploce was 
found for them any more in heaven.” During this war which broke 
out July 3d. 323, and ended in 324 Licinius endeavored to engage in 
his cause all who remained attached to the ancient superstition, it was, 
therefore,a war of religions a8 well as of rural princes. The imme- 


diate and —— le consequences of Licinius’ defeat were the re- 
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union of the Roman World under the authority of one emperor, ang 
the establishment of Christiafiity as the Religion of the World. y : 

the ruins of the Pagan System. Before this revolution was oo 
mated, the officed of government were all filled with the worship ren 
of the gods in those countries over which the authority of Licisies | 
extended. [ut after the battle of Chrysopolis, Constantine employed | 

all the resources of his genius, all the authority of his laws, and all 

the engaging charms of munificence and liberality, to efface, by do. 

grees, the heathen rites, and to propagate a Christianity, become 

spurious, in every corner of the Roman Empire. He had learned 

from the disturbances continually excited by Licinius and his allies 

the priests, that neither himself nor the empire could enjoy a fixed state 

of tranquility and safety as long as the ancient superstitions subsiste, - 

and, therefore, from this period, he openly opposed the sacred rites of 
Paganism,as a religion detrimental to the State. He removed the 

heathen magistrates from office, and supplied their places with those 
favorable to the new religion; so that in the emphatic language of the 

prediction no place was found for them (the dragon Licinius and his 
heathen retainers) any more in (the) heaven (or Zz government of the 

Roman World.) And thus was Constantine, the woman’s masculine 

son, by aseries of victorious combats, carried up by violence to God, 
even lo his throne—to the seat of universal rule upon earth, “And 
thus, loo, the great dragon (the Pagan constitution of the Empire) was 
cast oul—an institution, the fac simile of the old Serpent, called the 
Devil and Satan, because he is a calumniator and an adversary, who, 
in the apostle’s time, deceives the world with his Pagan devices: thus, 
he, Licinius, the head of the dragonic party, was cast out to the earth, 
being deprived of all authority, and his angels, or dependants were 
cast out with him. So ENDED THE WAR IN HEAVEN. Constantine 
reigned in peace the rest of his days. His accession to the THRONE oF 
THE WORLD was a matter of great joy tothe Christians. The opin- 
ions of mankind concerning Constantine were divided; but the Chris- 
tians, with grateful zeal, decorated the deliverer of the church with 
every attribute of a hero, and even of a saint! And / heard a great 
voice saying in heaven v. 10—great exultation among the new christian 
magistrates and princes, both ecclesiastical and political, celebrating 
this wonderful revolution, saying, ‘Vow is come salvalian. or delivers 
ance from those who persecuted us, ‘and the power, and kingdom of 
our God, and the authority of his Christ,’ who has expelled the dragon 
from his throne, and overturned the worship of the yods; ‘because the 
accuser,’ or caiumniator ‘of our brethren 1s cast oul’ or dethroned, even 
he, Licinius and his party, the agentsof the Devil, who aceused them 
before our God day and night.” ‘And they,’ the faithful among the fol: 
lowers of Christ, ‘have overcome him by the blood of the Lamb,’ which 
they proclaimed for remission of sins, and acceptance with God, and 
by the word of their testimony, opening and evidently showing, that, 
this was so by the testimony of Apostles and Prophets; ‘and they 
loved not their lives,’ when put into competition with the glory to be 
reveaied, but sealed their testimony, with their blood by submitting 
to the punishment of ‘of death.’ ‘Therefore, rejoice you’ (political) 
‘heavens’ (or hierarchies) ‘and you who inhabit them. And most re 
markably was this exhortation of the Holy Spirit responded to. The 
victory of Constantine and his christians gave birth to a New Carr 
Tat, @ New Poricy, and a New RELicion—the innovationsof coa 
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guest, which have been embraced and consecrated by succeeding ge- 
nerations. The new capital cf the world was that Constantinople 
ghich now acknowledges the supremity of the Grand Turk—a city, 
gbich has reigned, through 1500 years, the mistress of the East, and 
has survived the empire and religion of its founder Constantine. 
This superstitious and crafty Emperor ascribed his resolution of buil- 
ding a new capital for the Roman worid, to the infallible and eternal 
decrees of divine wisdom; and. in one of his laws, he declares that it 
was in obedience to the commands of God, that he laid the everlast- 
ing foundations of Constantinople! His choice of Byzantium for a 
city, is said, by contemporary writers, to have been owing to a vision 
which appeared to him while he slept within the walls of that city. 
The tutelar genius of the city, a venerable woman sinking under the 
weight of years and infirmities, was suddenly transformed intoa bloom. 
ing female, whom his own hands adorned with all the symbols of im. 
perial greatness. The Emperor awoke, interpreted the auspicious 
omen, and obeyed, without hesitation, the supposed will of heaven — 
On the day on which the foundation of the city was laid, Constantine 
on foot, with a lance in his hand traced out the boundary of the des- 
ined capital; it was of great extent, which his assistants, observing, 
ventured to remark, that he had already exceeded the most ample 
measureof a greatcity “I shall still advance” replied Constantine, 
“till he, the invisible guide who marches before me, thinks proper to 
sop.” Whether or no, the emperor did see the vision, it is a fact, that 
the 12th chapter of the Apocalypse was generally supposed, by the 
dristians of that day, to allude to the events of the life of Constan- 
ine. The emperor himself seems tu have understood that this pro- 
snecy had received its accomplishment in him: for, in his epistle to 
Eusebius and other Bishops concerning the rebuilding and repair of 
churches, he says, that “liberty being now restored, and that dragon 
being removed from the administration of public affairs, by the provi- 
dence of the great God;and by my ministry, 1 esteem the great power 
| of Godto have been made manifest even to all.”’ Moreover, on the 
testinony of Eusebius, we are informed, that a picture of Constantine 
was setup over the palace gate, with the cross over his head, and 
under nis feet “the great enemy of mankind, who persecuted the 
church by the means of impious tyrants, in the form of a dragon,” 
transfixed with a spear through the midst of his body, and falling 
headlong into the depth of the seatin allusion, as it is said expressly, 
lo the divine oracles in the books of the prophets, where that evil 
siritiscalled the dragon and the crooked serpent. Hence, then, it is 
more than possible, that the vision which Constantine is said to have 
een at Byzantium, was not a vision of his own, but an allusion 
lo the two women in this chapter, the one distressed, infirm, and per- 
weuted, the other blooming and decorated with the sun, the moon, 
tn¢ the stars—the symbols of imperial greatness. 

This city, the monumental trophy of the fall of Paganism, was dedi- 
cuted A. D. 334, with games, largesses, festivals, and great rejoicings. 
Bat the triumph of christianity did not confine its celebrations to the 
dedication of new Rome; the institutions of the world were com- 
pletely metamorphosed, and assumed that character they now possess 
8a modified degree—a character which is applauded by the hierar- 
‘ies of the world, who inhabit the political heavens, as reverend and 
“vine, but condemned by the voiceof truth asimpious and antichris- 
han, , Epiror. 
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NOTES. 

* Heaven—lIn this chapter is the symbol of the Roman governmen: 
The phrases—‘‘sign in heaven,” “stars of heaven,” “war in heaven.” 
“cast out of heaven,” “saying in heaven,” “rejoice’you heavens, and 
you that inhabit them,” &c.—all relate to revolutions, eminent per. 
sons, sovereign power, commotions among the executive powers, ex. 
pulsion froin authority, proclamations, congratulations, and rejoicings 
among those who ruled in the heaven of the Roman world. The 
natural terrestrial universe 1s divided into the heaven and the earth, 
In the heaven are the sun, moon, stars, comets, and meteors, clouds 
thunder, lightning, rain, hail, and meteoric stones—which rule the 
day, the night, the seasons, the winds, the tides, &c. &c. &e In this 
sense “the alt do rule” subordinately to the supreme; hence the 
winds, &c., are his angels which do his will. On the earth, are seas, 
lakes, rivers, fountains of water, either in a state of tumult, quies. 
cence, or gentle motion; mountains, hills, valleys, islands, rocks, and 
caves; there are trees of divers loftiness, herbs, grass, &c.; earthquakes, 
volcanoes, and cloven mountains. All these phenomena with their 
accidents, constitute the alphabet of symbolic language. The group. 
ing together of these symbols answers to the combination of letters 
in the formation of words; with this advantage, that while the signi- 
fication of words is dependent on caprice, the language of symbols is 
unchangeable. As there is a physical universe, so also there is a po- 
litical one. Hence there are a political heaven, and a political earth. 
As the physical heaven is higher and rules over the physical earth; so 
the political heaven rules over the political earth which is inferior and 
subordinate to it. The political heaven has its sun, moon, stars, 
comets, and meteors, in the king, priests, nobles, extraordinary, 
and turbulent spirits; it rains down its blessings on well governed and 
contented people, but it thunders with lightning and great hail stones, 
in the form of edicts and munitions of war, upon the rebellious among 
men. There are natural eclipses and there are political ones. Whien 
the political sun is darkened, and the moon is turned into blood, and 
the stars withdraw their shining, the imperial, or kingly authority is 
eclipsed, the sacerdotal order has been slain with the sword, nubility 
has been abolished, the powers of the political heavens have been 
shaken, confounded, and destroyed. The political earth signifies the 
multitude of the people. It has its seas roaring and boiling with tu- 
multuous rage, in the wars waged among men. it has its rivers and 
fountains of water in the peaceable inhabitants of inland countries, 
its rivers also are dried up in the decay and extinction of the power of 
inland States. It has its mountains, hills, valleys, and islands in the 
greater and lesser empires,little intermediate States, and insular monar- 
chies of the earth. It has its lofty trees in the great ones of the peo- 
ple, its herbs and grass, being universal correspond to the inhabitants 
of the earth of the plebeian order. The political earth has its many 
waters which answer to people. multitudes, and nations of different 
languages. Political earthquakes are commotions among the pevp!e 
which frequently overthrow mountains, and hills, fill up valleys, and 
submerge islands, in other words, leve! all distinctions, inequalities, 
and subordination between rulers and the ruled. Such, then, is 4 
brief sketch of the political universe, which may be considered as the 
aatitype of. the terrestrial. As [ have extended this note beyond the 
limits I intended, I shall leave the reader to fill up the outline and 0 
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supply its defects by his own ingenuity and research. The subject is 
interesting and amply repays the trouble of investigation. The am- 
plitude of this note may serve to supply the absence of future annota- 
tions in reference to the things touched upon in this. 

t+ Aggelos in the original is here rendered messenger, and ugent, as 
more definite than the word angel. 

{The symbolic Michael was Constantine, and the syinbolic Dragon, 
Licinius, who was the leader or champion of the Pagan party. 





APPENDIX TO No. 1.—(Page 200.) 


“4 woman clothed with tue sun.’—The Apostle John could not 
have invested the ‘woman’ or Catholic church, with a more appropri- 
aie symbol, than ‘the sun,’ expressive of the imperial embrace, as well 
as of the identical einperor 4y whom she shuuld be patronized. Gibbon 
informs us that Constantine had a particular veneration for Apollo, or 
the sun, to which Julian alludes in his orations (v. 11. p. 228;) his 
words are as follows: “The deyotion of Constantine (while a pagan) 
was more peculiarly directed to the genius of the sun, the Apolloof 
Greek and Roman mythology; and he was pleased to be represented 
with the symbols of the god of light and poetry. The unerring shafts 
of that deity, the brightness of his eyes, his laurel wreath, immortal 


beauty, and elegant accomplishments, seem to point him out as the . 


patron of ayoung hero. The altars of Appollo were crowned with 
the votive offerings of Constantine; and the credulous multitude were 
taught to believe, that the emperor was permitted to bebold with 
mortal eyes the visible majesty of that tutelar deity; and that either 
waking or in a vision, he was blessed with the auspicious omens of a 
long and victorious reign. The sun was universally celebrated as the 
wvineible guede and protector of Constantine; and the pagans might 
reasonably expect that the insulted god would pursue with unrelent- 
ing vengeance the impiety of his ungrateful favorite” when he became 
sCatholic. Who, but wispom, who is “from everlasting, from the be- 
ginning, or ever the earth was” could have foretuld, 200 years before, 
thata Pagan emperor, and a Worshipper of the sun, should marry the 
Catholic church to the Roman state? The different emperors chose 
their favorite deities, but Constantine, as we see, preferred the sun to 
the rest of the 30,000 gods of Greece and Rome. Human foresight 
could not have revealed this, the book, therefore, that contains such 
astonishing predictions, as we have already illustrated, must be genu- 
iné, authentic, and divine. Epitor. 





PARALLEL 
BETWEEN THE WALDENSES AND OURSELVES, 


IN RELATION TO THE RELIGION OF JESUS. 


The ecclesiastical appellation Valdenses or WaALDENSES i8 
derived from the Italian valdesi, which signifies a valley.— 
Waldenses, therefore, was a name given by the Romanists to 
the Christians, or as they termed them—-the heretics, who in- 
habited the valleys of Piedmont and of the Pyrenean mountains; 
a8 well as the South of France, and the country of the Milanese. 
These can be traced under different names, imposed upon them 
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by the malice of their enemies, up to the Council at Milan a 
which Constantine presided in person in the case of the Dono. 
tists and Catholics. They continued for 1260 years to testi 
against the corruptions of the pretended Orthodoxy of the 
times. Before Modern Protestantism was born, they sustained 
the burden and. heat of the day, witnessing against antichrist 
and sealing their testimony with their blood. “Hey arg or, 
BRETHREN. ‘I'‘heir faith and order were the same. ‘They wer 

/hristians of the Apostolic Order; and pleade d for the te stimony 
of apostles and prophets, against the usurpation and will-worsh), 
of cratty and cruel priests. They were slain with the sword: 
but their te stimony still lives, and though no longer advocated by 
the mountaineers of the Alps and Pyrenees, it is still sound 
through Scotland, England, treland, and America, by ourse.yrs 
AND BRETHREN abroad. Ever since the French Revolution. 
when “a tenth part of the City,” Basyton, “fell,” the trut! 
for which they bled and died, has been progressing from e; 
to west, and, in the New W orld, bids fair to break in pieces 
and subdue all before it. Our opponents taunt us as a mode ra 
sect unheard of before, and pride themselves on their antiquity 
We pity their ignorance, both of our principles, and of the hus- 
tory of the Church of Christ. But the taunt recoils upon them- 
selves unless they can show that antichrist is more ancient tha an 
Christ. That their darkness however, may be dispelled and 
our brethren informed, we present our readers with the follow- 
ing parallel, which will demonstrate to the meanest capacity, 
that we are both ANCIENT AND ONE with the Waldenses, the 
family of God. 

From their poverty, the Waldenses were sometimes called 
“the poor of Lyons,” from their mean and famished appear- 
ance “Siccan” or pickpockets; because they denied the persona! 
and divine presence of Jesus Christ in*the host or water exh 
bited in the mass, they were termed “Arians” though they had 
no fellows ‘hip with that sect, &c. &c. So we are stigmatized 
as “Arians” and “Unitarians” because we refuse to cry ‘“shib- 
boleth” with the disciples of Athanasius:—and ‘‘Campbellites” 
though we protest against and renounce every leader on the 
earth. 

A. D. 1250. Reinerius Saccho, once a Waldensian, but after 
wards an Inquisitor, says that they held all ecclesiastical power 
in contempt—so po we. That they alone are the Church o! 
Christ and his disciples—so say we—That the Church of Rome 
is the whore of Babylon, and that all that obey her are condemn- 
ed, especially the clergy that have been subject to her since the 
time of Pope Sylvester, in the days of Constantine; add to tls 
her harlot daughters who have been born since their day, ad 
all other clergy—and so say wE.—That none of the ordit- 
ances of the Church, which have been introduced since Christ’ 
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ascension ought to be observed, as beingof no value—so sa¥ 
we.—That consecrations of Churches and Churchyards, and 


other things of the like nature are the inventions of covetous . 


priests, to augment their own gains sponging the people by 
those means of their money and oblations—to which add funeral 
sermons, Marriage fees, and christenings—and so say WE.— 
That a man is then first baptized when he is received into their 
community--SO SAY A GOOD MANY AMonG Us.— That baptism is 
of no advantage to infants because they cannot actually believe 
--So say we.—That the prelates, clergy, and other religious 
orders are no better than the Scribes and Pharisees and other 
persecutors of the Apostles—so say we.—The sacrament (or 
breaking of the loaf) they celebrate in their assemblies, repeat- 
ing the words of the gospel at their table and participating to 
cether in imitation of Christ’s supper—--so po we.—He, R. Sae- 
cho, falsely alleges that they rejected the Old Testament, and 
received the Gospel (or New ‘Test:) only that they might not be 
overthrown by it, but rather be able to defend themselves with 
the latter; pretending that upon the introduction of the Gospel 
Dispensation all old things were to be laid aside.—This is pre- 
cisely the calumny objected against us by our opponents, but 
equally false, malicious, and absurd.—That such as are teacha- 
ble and eloquent among them, they instruct to get the words of 
the gospel, as well as the sayings of the apostles, and other holy 
men, by heart, that they may be able to inform others, and 
draw in believers, beautitying their sect by the goodly words 
of the saints——-so po we, rejecting all Theological Schools as 
mere manutfactories of crafty priests. 

Such is the testimony of Reinerius Saccho the Inquisitor of 
Lombardy, their bitter enemy, let us now hear what another 
inquisitor of the Church of Rome, who had often assisted at the 
trials of the Waldenses in several countries, says concerning 
them.-—Their first error says he, is, that they affirm that the 
Church of Rome is not the Church of Jesus Christ, but an as- 
sembly of ungodly men, and that she has ceased from being the 
true Church from the time of Pope Sylvester (in the days of 
Constantine) at which time the peison of temporal advantages 
Was cast into the church (Rev. xii)—add to this the Churches, 
which have sprung up, out of the commotions of Babylon since 
their time,—and so po we aFrFrirmM.—That none in the Church 
ought to be greater than their brethren—so say we.—That 
they condemn the clergy for their idleness, saying they 
ought to work with their hands as the Apostles did—so sa¥ 
we.—That they reject all the titles of prelates, as pope, bishop, 
reverend, &c. &c.—so po we.—They affirm that no man 
ought to be forcibly compelled in matters of faith—so po 
we.—They condemn all ecclesiastical offices, and the privi- 
leges and immunities of the church, and all persons and 
things vere. = be it, such as councils and synods, paro- 
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chial rights, &c. &c. declaring that the observances of th, 
religious (orders) are nothing else but pharisaical traditions — 
so po WE.—T hey say that the eucharist or Lord’s supper may 
be celebrated on our common tables—so say WE ANb so wy 
pRaAcTICcE.— They condemn believers communicating no mory. 
than once a year, whereas fhey, the Waldenses, communicat, 
daily (on the first of the week)—so DO WE AND SO WE pRac- 
Tice.—They hold the sacrament of different orders of the clergy 
to be of no use, every good (christian) layman being a priest 


“he 


and the Apostles themselves being all laymen.—so po wr,— 
Whatsoever is preached withvut scripture proof, they account 
no better than fables—Nor po we.—They can say a great part 
of the Old and New ‘Testament by heart—so can many among 
us.—' hey despise the decretals and expositions of holy men (men 
reputed holy by sectarians) and cleave only to the text of scrip- 
ture—so po we.—T hey never read the liturgy.— We despis, 
it.—They contend that the doctrine of Chrirst and his apostles 
is sufficient to salvation without any church (human) statutes 
and ordinances, and affirm that the traditions of the church are 
no better than the traditions of the Pharisees, insisting moreover 
that greater stress is laid on the observance of human tradition, 
than on the keeping of the law of God. They refute the mys- 
tical sense of scripture especially as delivered in sayings and ac- 
tions and published by the Church.—So po we eEarnestLy 
CONTEND, AFFIRM AND INSIST.— They contemn all approved 
ecclesiastical customs which they do not read of in the gospel— 
so po weE.— They disregard the Cliurch fasts—so po we.—They 
look upon the church built of stone to be no better than a com- 
mon barn, neither do they believe that God dwells there; and 
that prayers offered up in them are of no more efficacy than 
those we offer up in our closets—THIs IS LIKEWISE OUR BELIEF, 
—They celebrate the eucharist or Lord’s-supper in their house- 
hold cups—so po we.—A few instances excepted where the 
congregation is large.—They deride the cries of the laymen—so 
po wE.—They reject all mournful processions at funerals—So 
do many among us.—They condemn the burying in Churches 
and prefer burying in the field to the church yard* so po we.— 

#Eneas Sylvius, afterwards Pope Pius II. in his history of Bo- 
hemia, says that they affirm, that priesthood or clergymanship, 
itself is not a dignity, for that grace and virtue only give the 
preference—so WE AFFIRM.—That every one (who is a Chris- 
tian and able) is at liberty to preach—so say we.—T hat the use 
of churchyards is vain, and nothing but a covetous invention, 
and that it signifies nothing in what ground the bodies of the 
dead are laid—so say WE. 

Claudius Seisselius, Archbp. of ‘Turin, towards the close of 








*Tist. Script: Bohem: p. 222. et seg. in Dr, Allix’s. remarks, p. 211 
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the 15th cent. wrote against the Waldenses of Piedmont, They 
affirm, says he, that the Apostles, travelling through towns and 
villages, and sowing the word of God with power, exercised 
many offices of charity, according to the several gifts they had 
received; whereas, we the clergy, not only do nothing like this, 
and give no good example of holy conversation, but on the con- 
trary “frequently resist and oppose those who do, thus openin 
the way to all dissoluteness and avarice,—so WE AFFIRM.—Shall 
we obey, they ask, such priests and prelates, who lead us the 
way to salvation neither by word nor work, but rather endeav- 
our to drag us all they can into the same pit of destruction as 
themselves? Doth notour Saviour tell us that we must not suf- 
fer ourselves to be led by blind guides lest when one blind man 
leads another they both fall into the ditch?—T xis 1s aLso ouR 
seNTIMENT.— The apostolic authority, the faith of Peter, which 
Christ said should not fail the Catholic Church, and with which 
church he promiseth to abide forever, 1s TO BE FOUND AMONG US 
(Waldesnes who never submited to the Roman Church) who 
walk after the examples of the Apostles, and according to 
our Weak measure, observe the commands and ordinances THEY 
have given us. We are THOsE of whom Paulspeaks in his 
ips. to the Corinth: Brethren, consider your calling, that ye are 
not many wise men after the flesh, not many mi hty, not many 
noble; but God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to 
confound the wise &c.—All this we maintain as 7 ap- 
plicabte to oursELVES to the exclusion of all the CnuurcnEs 
of the Prorestant Horn of Anticurist—They say, continues 
the Archbp. that the Popes of Rome and other clergy, have 
corrupted the Se ripture by their doctrines and glosses—so SAY 
we.—“They affirm” says Seisselius, “that they alone observe 
the evangelic and apostolic doctrine, on which account by an 
intolerable impudence, they usurp the name of the Catholic 
Church.” —rTHIs IS EQUALLY APPLICABLE TO OURSELVES.— They 
affirm that the blessings of the clergy are of no virtue at all—so 
say we.—Thus we conclude the accusations of their bitterest 
fves—let us now hear one or two affirmations of their own. 

“Wehave ever regarded,” say they, ‘‘all the inventions of men, 
in the affairs of religion, as an unspeakable abomination before 
God”—So no we--*We hold in abhorrence all human inven- 
tions as proceeding from Antichrist, which produce distress, and 
are prejudicial to the liberty of the mind”—-so po we.—"“We 
believe in God the Father Almighty, mak er of heaven and of 
earth; and in Jesus the Christ, his only Son our Lord: who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; that on the 
third day he rose from the deads that. he ascended into heaven 
id now sits on the right hand of God the Father Almigh 
from whence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Universal Chureh; jn 4), 
communion of the Saints, the forgiveness of sins, in the Resp.. 
rection of the Body, and in life Eternal”—so po we:—In apy 
cles of faith, say they, the authority of the Holy Scriptures js 1), 
highest; and for that reason it is the standard of judging, so th»: 
whatsoever doth not agree with the word of God, is deserve): 
to be rejected and avoided—so we DEcLARE.—* The readiy, 
and knowledge of the Holv Scriptures is open to, and is neces. 
sary for all men, the laity as well as the clergy; and moreover t}y 
writings of the prophets and apostles are to be read rather than 
the comments of men’”—so WE conTEND.—“That is the Church 
of Christ, which hears the pure doctrine of Christ, and observes 
the ordinances instituted by him, in whatsoever place it exist”~ 
SO WE DEFINE IT.—So many orders of the clergy are, so ma 
marks of the Beast’”—so say we.—And lastly, they consider 
it to be their duty to beware of false teachers, whose object: 
to divert the minds of men from the true worship of God. and: 
lead them to put their confidence in the creatures, as well as | 
depart from the good works of the gospel, and to regard the is- 
ventions of men—anp so po we.—A parallel so singular an) 
striking cannot fail to convince every unprejudiced mind, that tly 
religion of the inhabitants of the Alpine and Pyrenean Valleys 
in the 12th and previous centuries, is one with that professsed 
by oursetves, whom the malevolence and disingenuousnes 0! 
our opponents vituperate as “Campbellites.” We respond, 
however, to no other name than Christian. We disclaim a) 
other titles as opprobrious, and underserved. Our Jeader isChinist, 
and none other will we follow or obey. His sheep hear his voice. 
but a stranger they will notregard. We are Christ’s freed-men, 
nor will we ever more be brought into bondage to the elemen's 
of the world. Our descent is of high antiguity; and the fam: 
to which we belong, has been honored by the God of Hosts, a 
Witnesses for the ANctentT anp Apostoxiic TRurH, in the fac 
of raging and furious hostility, from the earlest times. No longer. 
then, let the mushroom religious of the age boast of their ant- 
guity; 300 years will include the life-time of them all.  Jeruss- 
lem is our mother, but Rome is theirs. ‘They know not the G 
they serve, but we know the God whom we adore! 


EpirTor. 


The Modern, erroneously styled, “Old” Baptists pretend 
claim kindred with the Waldenses, but there exists no resem 
blance between them, except in this, that they dip instead « 
sprinkle their'disciples. ‘The Baptists have abandoned the test 
mony of their forefathers against Antichrist, into whose ranks 
they are fast merging, and with whom unless they return to first 
principles, they will soon be confounded. We have taken " 
the testimony, may we hold it fast till the Lord Messiah 7 
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AN INTERESTING QUERY. 

Mr. Advocate—By what authority did Peter, in Acts 1. v. 22, 
say that “‘one must be ordained to be a witness with us of his 
resurrection?—And by what authority did the Apostles appoint 
Matthias, seeing that the Holy Spirit was not yet given;—nor 
did Jesus give any such instruction.— Query. Did not Jesus 
appoint Paul to fill the ‘Twelfth Throne, which had been vacat- 
ed. by the Apostacy of Judas? J. A. Butver. 

Carlowsville, Ala. 

RESPONSE. 

Dear Bro. B. 

In solving the above, your difficulty seems to consist, in 
the assumption that the Holy Spirit, was first to be given, as on 
the day of Pentecost before the apostles could proceed, authorita- 
tively, to transact any business relating to the Kingdom of Mes- 
siah.} ‘This assumption, I perceive, you found upon John’s com- 
ment on the exhortation of Jesus, contained in the seventh 
chapter, v. 39. of his testimony. Now, if you turn to this pas- 
sage, you will discover that the Apostle’s explanation applies to 
believers generally, and not to the eleven in particular. “This he 
spoke of the Spirit, which they, who believed on him, were to 
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus 
was not yetjglonified.” But shall we say that the Holy Spirit 
was not given, measurably, to the ‘Twelve and to the Seventy? 
Ifthey had not received the Holy Spirit toa certain extent, how 
could they heal the sick, raise the dead; cleanse lepers and expel 
demons? But they had received the Spirit; for says Jesus “free- 
ly yehave received, freely give.” Matt x. 8. I grant you that 
this gift was temporarily imparted; for upon a future occasion 
they were unable to heal the man’s son afflicted with lunacy, 
Mat. xvii. 14-20. Still it does not militate against the position, 
that the Apostles received the Spirit, permanently before the 
Day of Pentecost. While Jesus was with them they needed 
not that the spirit should dwell in them, but when he sent them 
to fulfil his will he imparted to them power to perform it, if the 
object they were to eflect, transcended ordinary human ability; 
and when he departed it was equally necessary to supply 
the deficiency of his presence; For severed from Him they 
could do nothing. John xv. 6. By their own testimony, the 
Apostles convict themselves of obstinacy, vascilation, and ignor- 
ance, while their Master was with them, what then could they 
have done, without his instructions and guidance, during the 
seven days that intervened between his departure and Pente- 
cost, had not the Comforter been imparted to them? Who can 
tell the mischief they might have done during one week had they 
been left without the Comforter and directions of the Holy Spir- 
it?—But, no, He did not leave them comfortless; for being con- 
vened on the evening of the first day of the week, their Master 
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stood in their midst, and having calmed their fears, and allayed 
their apprehensions, “he breathed on them, and said to them 

Receive THE HOLY Spirit.” John xx. 22. This was at least 
three weeks before his ascension. Shall we limit the measure of 
the Holy Spirit imparted on this occasion, and say, that authori- 
ty todo such and such things was not given, ‘because they are 
not expressly recorded, and because the day of Pentecost had 
not then arrived? We know that when Jesus said this, he au- 
thorized them to remit and retain sins, for so John declares, but 
Shall we say, that neither wisdom nor knowledge were commu- 
nicated at this time? And shall we say that a few simple hearted 
Galileans possessed authority to forgive sins, and yet had not the 
power of filling up a vacancy in their own divinely appointed 
number twelve? Does not the authority to do the greater deed 
include the power to enact the less? Should we not rather say, 
that seeing the Holy Spirit was given them before the day of 
Pentecost, they did most rightfully elect Matthias and that too, 
by the authority of the Holy Spirit?—For myself, acknowledging 
Apostolic precept, I deduce the following inferences from the 
facts of the case, viz: that Peter was endued with wisdom, by 
which he understood the true sense of the Law, the Prophets, 
and the Psalms, in relation to the Messiah and his Kingdom; and 
therefore was qualified to pronounce authoritatively, that it 
was “necessary, that one of the men who had continued with 
them all the time the Lord Jesus was conversant among them, 
commencing with his immersion by John until the day ot his as- 
sumption should be constituted a witness with them, of his re- 
surrection; 900 years, therefore, before Peter stood up, the Holy 
Spirit, by the mouth of David, had ordained, that when the 
betrayer of the Messiah should be removed, some other compe- 
tent witness was to “take his office.’ 'The Apostle Peter, 
having received from Jesus the same spirit as David had, inter- 
preted, as infallibly as the Psalmist spoke, the prediction which 
he applied to Judas. The rest of the Apostles acknowledged 
the justice of the premises and conclusion, by proceeding to the 
election of a twelfth witness. I infer, secondly, that, though the 
Apostles were the proximate agents in this affair, it was not they 
who chose Matthias, but the Lord Jesus, in answer to the prayer 
of the disciples—“'Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all, 
show which of these two THovu hast chosen, that he may take 
part of the ministry and apostleship, from which Judas fell by 
transgression.” The Apostles, therefore, did not “appoint Mat- 
thias’”—it was the Lord Jesus, who caused the lot* to fall upon 





* The casting of lots to determine the choice between two was an 
affair of Divine Legislation and not of chance. as some may suppose. 
The act of the eleven, in this case, was quite conformable to the law 
of Moses, and an imitation of a-notable custom on the great day of 
atonement. On this occasion, two goats were brought into the inner 
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him. Hence, ‘he was numbered among the eleven Apostles,’ 
having the same qualifications and endowments as the rest of 
them. Query. Do you not think, that Jesus gave them instruc- 
tions on this matter, when he spoke to them of the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God? Actsi. 38. We are not informed 
what these things were, but judging from their writings and do- 
ings, there can be little doubt respecting them. 

But, say you, if the Holy Spirit were already imparted to them 
why charge them to tarry in Jerusalem for the “promise of the 
Father?” ‘The reason for this isobvious. Jesus had commanded 
them to go and convert all the nations, and to teach them all 
things relating to his kingdom;—but how could they obey this 
command seeing they knew no other language than their mo- 
ther tongue? However willing, they were physically unable; 
they might, therefore have replied, Master we are ignorant of 
the Greek, the Latin, the Arabic, the Persie and other languages, 
how then can we proclaim your message to these nations? But he 
relieves their embarrassment by telling them they should be in- 
vested with the ‘power by the Holy Spirit coming upon them;’ 
they remain, therefore, at Jerusalem, and by the gift of tongues 
and miracles,—signs to the unbelievers—they proceed to fulfil 
theirembassy. You must distinguish between the Holy Spirit 
and his gifts. No gifts of the Spirit can authorize men to for- 
give sins, and fill up a vacancy in the apostleship, this authority 
must be derived from the Holy Spirit himself. Actsi. 2. 

With these promises before us, | recur to your inquiry, and 
summarily reply, that Peter spoke by the authority of the Holy 
Spirit; that it was the Lord Jesus, and not the Apostles who 
chose Matthias; that the Holy Spirit was imparted to the Apos- 





or priests’ court of the Temp!e, and there, on the north side of the 
altar, presented before the high prie«t, the one to be the scape goat, 
and the other to be sacrificed to the Lord. In order to determine 
which of them should be for each purpose (Lev. xvi. 8) lots were cast 
to decide the matter; the manner of which was as follows: The goats 
being put one before the right hand of the high priest, and the other 
before the left hand, an urn was brought and placed in the middle 
between them, and two lots were cast into it (they might be of wood, 
silver, or gold, but under the second temple they were always of guld.) 
On one of these was written For the Lord, and on the other For the 
Scape goat, which being well shaken together, the High Priest put 
both his hands in the urn, and with the night hand took out one lot 
and with his left the other; and ifon the right hand lot were written 
For the Lord, then the goat that stood before him at the right was to 
be sacrificed and the other to be the scape goat, but if the left hand lot 
were for the Lord. then the goat that stood at the left hand was to be 
sacrificed, and the other to be the scape-goat. Thus, the lot ts cast 
tno the lap, or urn; but the whole disposition threof is of the Lord, Prov. 
tvi, 33. Apply this to the case of Joseph and Matthias, ard there ap- 
pears great force and beauty in the institution of the lot, 
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tles, though not fully, before Pentecost; and that it is exceeding. 
] probable that Jesus did instruct them. concerning this affair be. 
thre his departure. 

Query.— Did not Jesus appoint Paul to fill the T wel ft 
Throne, which had been vacated by the apostac y of Judi 
No; and for a very capital reason, he was ‘born out of de 
time.” The Israelites constituted a typical nation; and, fron f 
the call of Abram to their entrance into Canaan, their histor 
is remarkably symbolical. Their election was not for thei: 
single advantage, but also for the whole world in the fulness 
of time. ‘here are two classes of Israelites, descended fro; 
Abraham; the first, his descendants according to the flesh, 1}, 
second,according to promise; the former will not always be, {hy 
latter will exist for ev er. These are Abrahatm’s descendants 
because they are Christ’s: Hence of two, the natural Jew and 
the Gentile. the Messiah has constituted the “ Israelite in- 
deed;” hence, then, as the purpose of God stands both sur 
and steadfast, the national distinction, which now exists wi 
be absorbed in the universal oneness of the dominion of oy: 
Lord. I need not tell you that this new nation of spiritua 
Israelites was first nationalized on the day of Pentecost at 
Zion; as the old nation of natural Israelites was on Pente- 
cost at Sinai. Can you tell me why there are such remark- 
able coincidences existing between these natural and spir 
tual Israelitish Nations? Was it mere chance, or consum- 
mate design? There were twelve patriarchs, there were als 
twelve apostles; seventy sons of Abraham went down inu 
Egypt, and sev enty disciples were sent forth to announce the 
glad tidings of the approaching reign, to the lost sheep of th 
house of Israel. The twelve sons of Jacob were the twely: 
foundation stones of the natural Israel; and the twelve apos- 
tles those of the spiritual. Would there have been twelre 
tribes, if there had been only eleven sons, or could a son oi 
the tribe of Benjamin, “ born out of due time,” have been th 
foundation of one of the tribes already existing? No mor 
then, could Paul be one of the foundation siones of the Twelre 
Tribes of the Spiritual Israelites, seeing that the Nation was 
born and greatly increased while he was fighting in the ranks 
of the enemy. A new kingdom was proclaimed to the Jews. 
and its organization display ed to them, as analogous to thet 
own economy. But this could not have been done had there 
been only eleven apostles; the divinely appointed number, 
therefore, must necessarily be completed preparatory to the 
announcement of the great event, that Jesus was made both 
sovereign Lord and Christ. Thus said Peter, “it is neces 
sary.” Where was Paul all thistime? Was ‘the institution 
of the Reign of Heaven to be delayed for his conversion?— 
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And how could he be converted before the proclamation was 
made? Was Saul arrested in his course of crime, with all 
the circumstance of the voice from Heaven and a blazing 
light, out of compliment to him, or for the special end of a 
distinct apostleship ? But Paul was incapacitated for Judas’ 
throne or seat on other accounts. The candidate for the va- 
cant office must have companied with the eleven all the time 
the Lord Jesus was conversant among them—commencing 
from his immersion by John until the day of his assumption— 
a qualification, which Paul did not possess. He could not 
téstify that he had heard the voice of the Father, attesting, 
that Jesus was the Beloved Son in whom he delighted; nor 
could he afiirm that he had seen His (the Father’s) F'orm— 
the Spirit descending like a dove, and lighting upon Jesus, 
when he arose from the water; and thus singling him out 
from the crowd of Jews, as He, whom the Father had sent 
forth— Paul may or may not, have witnessed some of the mi- 
racles he wrought, but, he could not corroborate the fact of 
ais assumption to the right hand of the Father; and not hav- 
ug been present on that grand occasion, he could neither re- 
ceive nor obey, the command to proclaim the glad tidings to 
the nations, “beginning at Jerusalem.” What Paul could 
not do, Matthias could fully perform: Paul, therefore, was 
incompetent to fill up the place of Judas. 

But these considerations do not derogate in the least from 
the dignity and importance of Paul’s Apostleship. His of- 
lice was peculiar; one of its own kind. He was as well qua- 
lified to attest the Resurrection of Jesus as any of the Twelve, 
having seen him with his own eyes, and conversed with him 
after his ascension. Some may say that Jesus was alive in 
the same sense that men are when their souls are separated 
from their bodies by death; but this is a platonic notion; we 
sleep in the grave till the morning of the resurrection, when 
we awake to immortality: but, Jesus awoke the third day af- 
ter he fell asleep, and, at a future period, appeared bodily to 
Paul, and having revealed to him the gospel in all its parts, 
sent him from Jerusalem, afar off, to the Gentiles; to ‘make 
proclamation to all men, every where, to reform, because 
God has appointed a day in which he will judge the world 
righteously, by that Man whom he has ordained; of which 
he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead.” 
Paul is our apostle, and labored more indefatigably than all 
the Twelve. Though not one of the foundation stones of 
the New Jerusalem, or Spiritual Israel, he will shine as a star 
of the first magnitude in the New Heavens. The Nations of 
the saved will be the fruits of his labors for Him whom once 
© persecuted with rancorous hostility. He will be vene- 
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rated by you and by me, and by our Gentile Race, and hj. 
authority regarded by all the faithful, while time endure.. 
though he may not, indeed, sit on one of the Twelve Throne. 
judging the T'welve Tribes of Isreal. Query.—Wiill he yo 
have a very extensive jurisdiction, under the Messiah’: per. 
sonal reign, during the 1000 years, if not over the Twelve 
he Tribes, at least over the Gentile Nations, who shall “come up 
ey to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts ?”— 
/ Zech.xiv.17. The Resurrection of the Just will make known 
Vig the fact at the Revelation of Jesus, when he shall appear a 
a second time without a sin-offering to salvation. That you 
and I, and all the brethren may realize this glorious hope is 


“Th the ardent longing of your brother. THe Epiror. 
“4 “JESUS.” 

et The glorious import of this blessed Name, has been ob- 
ay scured by many commentators and divines, who represent its 
ae meaning as nothing more than Saviour: whereas, it is lite- 


rally interpreted—Jenovan tHe Saviour. It is the Greek 
form of the Hebrew name Joshua or Jehoshua. Accordingly 
the first Joshua, who led Israel into the promised land, is 
called Jesus in Heb. iv. 8. Now, we read in Numbers xiii. 
15, that ‘‘Moses called Oshea, the son of Nun, Jehoshua.”— 
The name Oshea signifies a Saviour: the compound name 
Jehoshua—Joshua, or (in the Greek form) Jesus—(given to 
him no doubt by divine appointment)—signifies Jenovan Tus 
Saviour. And thus did he become a more eminent type of 
Him, who is the true Joshua—“the Captain of Salvation”— 
Emanuel—God with us. See Matth. i. 21—23. i 


DAVID’S HARP STRUNG AND TUNED 
BY THE EDITOR. 


I may occasionally present my readers with some beauti- 
ful passages from the Book of Psalms, turned into metre, un- 
der this caption. The following may serve as a . epee? of 
their arrangement and execution. Their merit, as far as I am 
implicated, will depend on the fidelity with which the prose 
version is rendered into metre. My object is not to make the 
lines jingle, and so, as is too often the case, sacrifice sent- 
ment to sound; but, on the contrary, I shall always subordi- 
nate rhyme to sense. When I meet with a better translation 
of a passage from the original Hebrew, I shall not hesitate 
to adopt it in preference to the obscurer text of the King’s 
version. These things premised, I shall now introduce the 
Foe | second part of the 18th Psalm, from the 7th to the 15th verse, 
oe inclusive. The whole Psalm is a sacred song, setting forth 
Pe the Messiah’s sublime thanksgivings, and celebration of the 
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soodness of God. It was indited by the Holy Spirit, and 
written by king David, when his wars were concluded, to- 
wards the end of his life; B. C. cir. 1018. 


The Second Advent of Messiah. C. M. 


Or the manifestation of Omnipotence on behalf of Mes- 
siah; earth shakes and heaven trembles at God’s awful pre- 
sence in his person. 


Then shook and trembled did the] And at the brightness of that light 


earth; , Which all before Him was, 
The Hills’ foundations too His thick clouds pass’d away; hail 
Were mov'd and shaken terribly, stones, 
For very wroth was He. And flaming coals did fly. 


Up to his nostrils went a smoke,* {In th’ heavens too, He thundered, 
And from his mouth did burn, The Highest gave his voice; 
Thick flaming coals which did con-| Hail stones and coals of fire. Yea, 


sume with e 
About Him roundabougg His arrows scattered them; 
He bow'd the heavens, and came|His lightnings too He flashed forth, 
down; And them discomfited. 
With darkness under Him. The waters’ channels then were 
He rode a cherub, and did fly;t— seen. 


Un the wings of the wind wasseen| Because the earth was rent, 


Darkness He made His secret place:| And the foundations of the world 
About Him, for his tent, Were all discovered 
Dark waters were, and thickest|At thy rebuke, O Lord my God. 


clouds And at thy nostrils’ blast. 
Of th’ airy firmament. 





NOTE. 


This isa sublime and prophetic description of the awful grandeur 
which will attend the Messiah at His second Advent. The earth will 
shake at his presence; the mountains will be cleft asunder, attended 
with voleanic phenomena, thunder, lightning and great hail, the very 
foundation of the hills will be laid open,and the watery subterra- 
heous abyss will belch forth its floods. Let the reader turn to the follow- 
ing passages—Isaiah Ixvi. 15,16. Ezek. xxxviii. 19, 20, 22. Joel ii. 11. 
Zech xiv. 4,5,8. This is what Jesus meant by coming in glory, with 
great power, and on the clouds of heaven, Matt. xxv. 31; xxvi 64; 
and this is the revelation of the |.ord from heaven in flaming fire ta- 
king vengeance. 2 Thess. i. 7, 8; Rev. xi. 19; xvi. 18, 19, 21.——* Rev. 
xv. 11. + Vaiyera and he was seen. 

With these prophetic and apostolic testimonies before us, what 
faith can we put in the popular speculation of the gradual introduction 
of @ 8piritual millenium, by means of the pseudo “benevolent institu- 
tions of the day?” None! They are the visionary schemes of a de- 
luded and antichristian world! 
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PROPOSALS 


By D. S. Burner, of Cincinnati, for Re-publishing by Subscription, 
THE CHRISTIAN BAPTIST; 
Revised by Mr. A. CampsBe Lt, the Editor, 


In One Large Royal Octavo Volume. 


The * Christian Baptist” was the first publication in the current rp. 
formation, and the model of ali the others. Containing the history ang 
developments of the first seven years, its place can be supplied by no 
other work; and it will always continue to be the most important book 
of reference for that period of our religious history. Moreover, it has 
the advantage of all the subsequent periodicals, in the number of i: 
well written and elaborate essays. Of these, there are about one hyp. 
dred from the pen of Mr. Campbell, embracing several series on the 
most important subjects ever discussed. Many thousands of persons 
have been converted to God by the gospel contended for in the Chris. 
tian Baptist, since it ceased being published, who are not furnished wit) 
the work. ‘To these, the essays on the Restoration of the ancient or. 
der of things, will be worth the price of the whole book; and it may 
be added, all who wish to possess themselvef the most valuable do- 
cuments in the Reformation. will do well to secure a copy of this cheap 
and valuable edition. It will require a very jarge edition to pay ex. 
penses. 

The re-publication will comprise all of the first edition, excepting 
such notices of persons and events as are uninteresting and unneces- 
sary in a permanent and standard work. Mr. Campbell having pro- 
mised it a thorough revision, it is intended to render the volume as per. 
fect as possible. 

TERMS. 

1. The work will comprise about 1800 pages of the seven volumes 
of the Christian Baptist, in one large and handsome royal octavo vo. 
lume—two columns on a page. The paper will be fair, and tle type 
will be distinct and of good size. 

2. The binding will compare with the value of the work. 

3. For this work, which originally cost subscribers Ten Dollars (in- 
cluding postage and binding,) will be asked Four Douuars. 

4. To those who subscribe for ten copies, one will be allowed; three 
for twenty; six for fifty, and fifteen for one hundred. These deductions 
wiil only be made to those who pay the money upon delivery of the 
books. In all o.her cases ten per cent, will be allowed for sales and 
collections. 

5. All the agents for the Harbinger, Evangelist, Messenger, Chris- 
tian Advocate, Apostolic Advocate,and Christian Casket, are requested 
to act as agents for this work. In getting subscribers to a work involv: 
ing so great expense, care should be taken to get none but such as will 
pay. It is hoped that agents will certify the progress of their subscrip- 
eens by January lst, either to one of the general agents or the pub 

isher. 

Genera AcEnts,—Alexander Campbell, Bethany, Brooke co., V8; 
John T. Johnson, Georgetown, Scott co. Ky. 

Cincinnati, Nov. 10, 1834. 


The above will do for our agents; they can enclose any 
names they may obtain, in a letter to the publisher. 
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As to the Christian Baptist, who among us can add any 
thing to its reputation? It is the most valuable, honest and 
intrepid pleader for the truth as it is in Jesus, of a literary 
character, that has appeared among men for the last 1730 
years. | will not attempt to say any thing in commendation 
of it, lest I should tarnish the lustre of its renown. Its panie 
stricken opponents can testify its prowess in fight; and their 
tottering systems scarcely stand, to tell the story of its im- 
petuous and successful combats. All who love the truth, 
and can afford it, we doubt not, will seize the opportunity of 
possessing a copy of its talented exhibitions. No disciple, 
who desires to increase in knowledge, would like to be 
without it; for next to the Sacred Writings themselves, 
there is no book so calculated to open his eyes to the imposi- 
tions practised upon men, in the name of religion, as the 
Christian Baptist. EDITOR. 


From the New York Observer. 
THE POPE AT HIGH MASS. 


On Christmas day, the Pope, splendidly arrayed, was brought 
in from the vatican on a sort of chair, borne on the shoulders 
of twelve men, and attended by a long procession of dignita- 
ries. He was deposited on a throne covered with white 
satin near the high star, and the Cardinals advanced and 
kissed his hand. The Bishops followed and kissed his knee, 
while the inferior clergy performed the same ceremony on 
las toe, or, as the Catholics would say, on the cross upon the 
top of his shoe. High mass was chaunted, in which the 
Pope took a small part, and afterwards received the sacra- 
ment (as the Pope and the clergy call it—Ep.) During the 
service his robes were changed repeatedly by the Cardinals 
as though he were utterly helpless. Around stood his body 
guard—a fine looking corps, composed of young men of noble 
family. ‘here was a great display of gold and precious 
stones, and fine music performed by the Pope’s eunuchs, 
Whose voices are substituted for those of females. The 
whole service seemed a complete pantomime, and it was 
difficult to believe that the actors in it did not so consider it. 
The spectators were mostly strangers. 

_The present Pope was a Capuchin Friar before his eleo- 
tion, and it is said that he still*practises all the austerities of 
that order in his manner of living. He is a mild and ineffi- 
cient man, and almost entirely managed by the Cardinals. 
Report says, that he is strongly impressed with the id 
that he shall die in 1834, and that he is the last Pope; a ! 


*0 prevalent is the belief in fatality, (or sectarian predesti- 
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nation, Ep.) in Italy, that many look on this impression ag 
prophetic. Certain it is, that he is unhappy, and not w 


; ithout 
fears of violence. 


THE GODS OF THE NATIONS. 

Many professors, at this day, make a confession with thei; 
mouths, so plausible and accordant with the truth of the 
Gospel,—and make such “a fair show in the flesh,”—that j; 
weil not be easy to detect any falsehood at the bottom of 
their profession, did they not manifest a mind opposed to the 
scriptural fear of the Lord, and to that reverence for his 
word and kingly authority, which is inseparably connected. 
They continue deaf to the plainest institution and reproof of 
that word, which marks Him set as Kina upon the holy hill 
of Zion, maintaining a kingdom that “is not of this world.” 
and that admits not in its concerns any interference of human 
authority or wisdom. They have no ear for that voice, which 
calls his little flock—in every place—to be followers of the 
first churches of God, which in Judea ;were in Curisr Jp- 
sus—to come out of the midst of Babylon and all its Anti- 
Christian abominations, and to be separate as a people holy 
unto the Lord; to receive at his mouth—from his Apostles— 
all the,simple but divine rule of ordinance and discipline, by 
which the first “Churches of the Saints” were regulated in 
their fellowship. They practically disown the authority of 
that rule, as if it were antiquated—obsolete—and not suited 
to Christians now. They even oppose all serious attention 
to it, as legal—as a Galatian error. But the real “comfort 
of the Holy Spirit” never can be disjoined from the “fear of 
the Lord,” (Acts ix. 31,) and the reverential trembling at 
His word. True charity, or love, must ever bind disciples 
to withdraw from the fellowship of those, who persist in this 
attempt to separate what God hath joined together. 2 Thes. 
ill. 6, 14. J. W. 


A BEATITUDE. 

‘Happy shall you be, when men shall revi/e and persecute you; and 
on my account accuse you falsely of every evil thing!”--. Jesus of Naz 
areth. : 

In the course of last summer some four or five members 0! 


the church at the Meherin Meeting House, presented a reso- 
lution, the purport of which was to denounce A. Campbell 
and his writings, which was rejected by a large majority ol 
the Church, and upon which five members withdrew. They 
met not long since and constituted themselves a Church, upon 
a creed which they formed some where or other. At this 
Meeting, Mr. Mason formerly of Petersburg, undertook to er- 
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pose what he called “Campbellism,” in which, howevef he 
expose’ himself and the system he serves. He appeared to 
understand the language of the Popes, better than that of 
Christ. He used a great many invidious epithets and asser- 
tions, and told the people a great many things held by the 
“Campbellites” as he called them, not one of which was true, 
without attempting to prove any thing. He invited the peo- 
ple to believe him (Mr. Mason)—not to examine by reading 
or hearing for themselves, but upon his testimony! He said it 
was no more necessary to read A. Campbell’s writings to con- 
demn him, than it was Thomas Paine’s writings. He de- 
nounced him as a heretic, a wolf in sheep’s clothing, a de- 
ceiver; and told us that the Devil had transformed himself 
into an Angel of light in the personof A. Campbell. He was 
kind enough to show us, as he said, where all his heresies 
were derived from—namely, a mistranslation and misappli- 
cation of John ili. 5. which we were informed by this learned 
Grecian ought to be rendered “Except a man be born of water 
even of the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of “God 
(above’’)!! I’. Lester.” 
Lunenburg Va. 
Had Bro. Campbell the praise, instead of the dispraise, of 
the “ living Ministry” of our age, we should naturally in- 
quire, what evil hath he done?—Their approbation, like the 
Simoon of Sahara sweeps over the world with a withering 
breath.—'T'o be denounced by them is to be approved of God; 


let us, therefore, rejoice that we are counted worthy to suffer 
slander for his name’s sake. Ki. viror. 





New Locic.—The following is a specimen of the logic 
taught at a certain theological seminary, ‘‘foreordained from 
the foundation of the world” to be established within thirty 
leagues of Richmond. One of the “sprigs of divinity” from 
this “school of the Prophets,” went or was “sent” to preach, 
at or near, the Bowling Green upon a certain occasion. He 
is reported to have said, that he could prove, beyond a doubt 
the necessity of sects in religion; at least four. Well, sai 
Solomon, are there not four parts in music—the tenor, the 
treble, the air, and the bass? This every one will admit. 
Just so it is with Christianity. It is a whole; and a whole 
ismade up of parts. The parts of Christianity, therefore, 
are four, answering to the four parts in music; and those four 
parts are the four denominations of Episcopalians, Presbyte- 
nans, Methodists, and Baptists. Which was to be proved!! 

hat connexion there is between the harmony of music and 
the discord of sects we have yet to learn; but such are the 
hukss upon which the people starve! Reader! peruse atten- 
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- ‘* tively 1 Cor. i. 10, 11, 12, 13; and for the names Paul, Apo). 


Bs) los, Cephas, and Christ, read Archbishop Cranmer, Joh) 
ay Knox, John leary: f and John the Baptist, in v. 12; and they 

e judge for thyself if the religion of Christ is constituted of 

ee such heterogeneous materials. 

ay Eprror. 





Anecvote.—A certain gentleman, a citizen of Richmond 
and a Methodist, named Lawrence L , on being invited 
to visit Sycamore, replied he did “not like to go to hear the 
‘Reformers,’ because they preached nothing but the naked 
word.” How unwittingly do our opponents pay us the highest 
compliments, and how unconsciously do they condemn them. 
selves! Greater commendation than this could no man give 
us; may it be ours to deserve it, and theirs to reform. 

Epitor, 








, NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We agree with Bro. Wo. R. Erwin’s views on the phrase 
“double honor.” It shall appear as early as possible. He 
will excuse the omission of an earlier notice. We have no 
apology to make. 

Bro. W. H. Willeford shall hear from us when we can get a 
little leisure. . 

Bro. F. Tibbot calls upon us to come over to Ebensburg, 
} e Cambria, Pa. to help them; and urges us, if we cannot come 
: 





aH ourself, to send some brother to their aid. We are unable 
to help the brethren there in their diffieulty further than to 








a. - make known their wants. If any brother who may see thi: [ 
‘di can visit them, bearing credentials of his good behaviour 
be in Christ, we doubt not but he will be hospitably and kindly | 
oat entertained. 

wi 

th We believe brother Johnson of Georgetown, Kentucky, is 
Bet about to publish a monthly periodical, intitled “Tue Gosesi 
mh Apvocate,” at $1 perannum. We wish him every success, 
hy and trust he will be intimidated neither by the timidity of 
* friends nor the threats of foes. 

4 32°F Notes on specie paying banks will be taken in pay- 
 ° ment for the Advocate, though Virginia and United States 
“> bank paper, would be more acceptable. 





iH Receipts and Agents in the 12th Number. 





